
EPE 602: Social Policy Issues and Education 
Policy Network Analysis Assignment 

 
For the past few weeks we have been reading about policy networks and working in the 
computer lab to construct specific instantiations of these networks. For the summative 
component on this unit I would like for each group to submit a 2 – 4 page (single-spaced, 
12 pt. Times New Roman font, 1-inch margins) proposal for a publication. The proposal 
should include the following information: 
 
1. Authorship order 
I would like for each group to decide the order of authorship. There are a few ways to do 
this. One way is to assign authorship alphabetically by last name and note the order has 
been established such that all members contributed equally. Alternatively, you can assign 
authorship in descending order of contribution. For example, if Person A did the majority 
of the research and writing then that person should be listed as first author. I will leave 
this up to you, but I want you to have this discussion with your respective groups. 

 
2. Identify journal & target audience 
Next, identify a target journal and a target audience. The journal should be appropriate to 
the scope of the analysis, and should also reflect the specific audience you are trying to 
reach. Every journal has a “scope” section that discusses the types of articles they accept; 
I suggest taking a look to identify the best fitting journal. The articles assigned for this 
course should give you a good idea of where to look. Note: For your paper use the 
citation style (including headings and subheadings) specified by the target journal.  

 
3. Research questions  
State the research questions you were trying to answer through your project. I realize that 
I assigned each of you the project, but try to articulate the questions you sought to answer 
once assigned the task of constructing the policy network.  

 
4. Areas of literature to review  
I am not expecting you do a literature review. Rather, I want you to identify the area(s) of 
the education policy literature that are relevant to your project. Sketch out the specific 
areas of literature you would review if you were writing a full paper. In other words, what 
are the conversations you are engaging through your project? 

 
5. Conceptual perspective(s) guiding the work 
Briefly describe the conceptual foundations of your project. What is a policy network? 
What types of actors (e.g., foundations, individual elites, intermediary organizations) 
constitute the network you constructed? For this section refer to the readings from 
February 16 – March 8.  

 
6. Methods 
In this section describe how you collected the data, the method of data entry (i.e. how did 
you construct the input matrix), and the approach you used to draw the graphs. The most 



important part of this section is to state what constitutes a tie or affiliation in the graph, 
and precisely how you verified the tie or affiliation.   
 
7. Expected findings 
Finally, include your graph(s) with figure captions and briefly describe the findings. 
What story can you tell from your research? What information did you learn that couldn’t 
be adequately illustrated in the graph?  
 
Remember, I am only looking for a short 2 – 4 page summary (including the 
graphs).  


