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WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
Fairhaven College of Interdisciplinary Studies 

 
FAIR 203a, Social Relationships and Responsibilities Joseph J. Ferrare, Ph.D. 
Theme: “Social Classes” Office: FA 341 & AH 507 
Fall 2013, MW 9:00am-11:20am email: Joe.Ferrare@wwu.edu  
FA 101F Office Hours: M (FA) / W (AH) 4-5pm & by appt. 
 
Course Overview 

The intent of this course is to provide an introduction to classical and contemporary social 
theory, which we will use to interrogate the structure and experience of social classes in 
contemporary life. Along the way we will cover an expansive range of intellectual and historical 
terrain and seek to understand how these theoretical insights have impacted the ways in which 
we relate to each other, our institutions, and our surroundings. 
 
The course will be guided by the following questions: What are social classes? How are they 
organized? Where are they organized? Who are the members of these social classes? In what 
ways, if at all, do social classes shape our life chances and experiences? Do race and gender have 
anything to do with social class? Is the United States a “class society?” What are some 
contemporary examples of social class movements? Can society be without social classes? If not, 
why? If so, what would that look like?  
 
To approach these questions we will engage with selected works of classical and contemporary 
thinkers and researchers. In addition, we will draw upon present day examples of social class 
relations through a variety of media and governmental data. The intent here is to locate the 
influence of classical and contemporary theories in present day practices as embodied in our 
modern economic, political, and cultural institutions.  
 
Class Format 
The main format of the class meetings will be dynamic discussions of the readings, which we 
will pursue through a variety of modes of dialogue.  Most of the readings will be challenging and 
will require that we spend some class time interpreting the major claims/findings before delving 
deeper into our collective critiques and analysis.  As the instructor my task is to facilitate the 
discussion and keep it focused on the main themes and questions guiding the course.  Part of this 
process involves occasional “lecturing” to contextualize the readings and to motivate the 
discussion.  However, even when lecturing I will often initiate a dialogue by posing questions to 
individual students. 
 
There will be a significant amount of time spent working as groups of various sizes.  During this 
time you will practice articulating your understandings of the material to your peers, while also 
challenging and presenting arguments.  We will also spend some class time watching 
documentary films related to the primary themes of the course.   
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Learning Objectives and Modes of Evaluation 

The following represent the primary learning objectives for this course: 
1. To become familiar with the foundational ideas that have shaped how we think about and 

relate to our social institutions. 
2. To begin to build a set of philosophical and theoretical concepts for interrogating the 

contemporary social world and its historical foundations. 
3. To take intellectual risks through course assignments and discussions and to engage in 

forms of participation that are personally challenging. 
4. To learn how to read dense texts and practice expository and analytical writing that 

includes direct citation, paraphrasing, and summarizing. 
 

The learning objectives will be assessed in relation to three modes of evaluation: attendance and 
participation, in-class writing activities, and out-of-class writing assignments. Please let me 
know if there are additional skills or practices for which you would like feedback. I am happy to 
customize evaluations to the greatest extent possible. 
 
1. Attendance and Participation 
Regular attendance in this course is a must.  I recognize that illness and other commitments 
sometimes get in the way and that you may have to miss one or two class meetings.  However, if 
you have to miss class more than twice then please bring this to my attention so that we can 
discuss how to proceed. Without a plan in place you will not receive credit for the course 
with more than two absences.  
 
The participation dimension to your evaluation assumes that you arrive to class having closely 
read the assigned readings. Once in class, I am primarily concerned with the substance of your 
participation, not the frequency. I will pay specific attention to how your participation varies 
across class formats (e.g. two-way dialogue, whole-class discussion, group work), and how 
effectively you participate during these situations.  “Effective” participation not only means 
articulating your own ideas, but also actively listening to others and accepting constructive 
criticism.  I will also evaluate the extent to which you engage in conceptual problem solving or 
problem posing, integrating concepts across readings or discussions, creating new ideas or 
concepts, and, finally, connecting the course material to your own (or others’) experiences.  
 
I realize that at specific times some students prefer to listen and engage internally while others 
wish to engage in dialogue externally.  Such variation is a good thing.  However, I will challenge 
you to try and participate outside of your comfort zone.  To do so I will randomly call on 
students and engage in dialogue.  Thus, for each class you should come prepared to answer recall 
questions about the readings (e.g., “What is organic solidarity as articulated by Durkheim?”), 
analytical questions (e.g., “In what way does Bourdieu’s theory of class habitus challenge or 
extend Marx’s theory of class relations?), and, finally, reflective questions (e.g., “How does 
Collins’ concept of intersectionality shed light on your own experiences within the current 
economic structure of society?”). 
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2. In-Class Writing Activities 
Throughout the quarter we will have periodic in-class writing activities. These activities are 
designed to engage you with specific arguments and problems from the readings and our 
discussions. My primary intent with these assignments is two-fold: (1.) to provide myself with 
feedback on the level of sophistication with which you can engage the main ideas from the 
course in a problem solving scenario and (2.) to give you opportunities to practice this skill.  
 
3. Out-of-Class Writing Assignments  
There will be four out-of-class writing assignments dispersed throughout the quarter: three 
original works and one revision.  The aim of the writing assignments is for you to apply concepts 
from the readings to present day institutions and practices and to engage in a sustained critical 
conversation with the readings.  For each assignment we will work together as a class to generate 
two or three questions from which you may choose to respond to one. The first three writing 
assignments will require approximately 1,000 words (~3-4 double-spaced pages with 1-inch 
margins and 12-pt. font), and the fourth assignment will require approximately 1,500 words (~5 
double-spaced pages). The third writing assignment will consist of revising your paper from 
writing assignment #2.  All papers must adhere to APA 6th style.   
 
Some thoughts on how to approach the readings in this course 

1. Keep up with the readings! While the volume of reading in this course is relatively light 
(~50-60 pages per week), most of the readings consist of selections from original texts. This 
means that many of the works with which we will engage were written at times and places where 
linguistic customs and styles were quite different than today. In this sense, 25-30 pages might 
feel like a heavy load. My advice is to do each reading assignment in one sustained session and 
to try and schedule these reading sessions consistently each week. The density of these readings 
will require your full concentration for an extended period of time that is free from distractions.  
 
2. Follow the logic. As you read, underline (preferably in pencil) the key arguments in a way 
that will allow you to follow the logic of the arguments when you return to the text in the future. 
Be selective in what you underline. Imagine that you are trying to turn the full text into an 
outline. Remember, the purpose is to be able to quickly follow the logic of the argument at a later 
time (e.g., before or during class).  In addition to underlining, write question marks next to 
sections of the text that are confusing and make a note at the points in the text where the author 
changes topic (i.e. transitions points). Finally, once you have completed the reading go back 
through and re-read what you underlined at least once. If you follow these general guidelines 
then you won’t have to take notes in a notebook—a costly practice in terms of time.  
 
3. Read with the principle of charity. Try to keep in mind that the authors we are reading in 
this course have made it on the syllabus because millions of people have found their ideas 
compelling. Some of these ideas have started revolutions in which millions of people were 
willing to give their lives, and others form the foundation of many of our modern institutions. 
You may disagree with many of the readings and find the writing styles obtuse (I certainly do), 
but try to approach each one with the attitude that it might—and likely does—contain insights 
that you can use to understand and experience the world in new ways.  
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4. Talk to me. If you are struggling with the assignments in this course—whether the readings, 
writing assignments, or discussions—please bring this to my attention immediately. This is 
especially important if you are finding yourself disconnected from the course (i.e. you find the 
course material BORING). I have no personal connection to any of the authors in this syllabus, 
so if you tell me that one or more bores you to tears I will not be offended. What will offend me 
is if you wait until the end of the course to express your frustration. The more I have a chance to 
understand your interests and learning preferences the easier it will be for me to craft 
assignments and generate discussions that will engage you with the material. This is ultimately 
my responsibility but I can’t be successful unless you give me some guidance on what moves 
you from a state of indifference to one of motivation and engagement.  
 
Texts 
The main text for this course is: 
 
Edles, L. D. and Appelrouth, S. (2010). Sociological theory in the classical era: Text and 

readings (2nd edition). Thousand Oakes, CA: Pine Forge Press. 
 
All other readings will be uploaded to the course Canvas site and organized by the date of our 
class meetings.  
 
Specific Accommodations 

If any student requires specific accommodations please do not hesitate to speak with me at any 
point during the quarter.  This includes those accommodations related to the curriculum, 
instruction, assessments, or any other factors that would otherwise prohibit your full participation 
in this course.  Any questions or concerns students have about this matter will be held 
confidential to the best of my ability.  Students with special needs are encouraged to contact 
disAbility Resources for Students (DRS): Old Main 110, 516 High Street, 360.650.3083, 
http://www.wwu.edu/depts/drs/ for information concerning campus related policies and services. 
 
Key Dates and Deadlines (these may change) 

1. Friday October 18 @ 12pm (via email): Paper #1 
2. Friday November 8 @ 12pm (via email): Paper #2 
3. Wednesday November 20 (via email): Paper #3 (Revision of paper #2) 
4. Wednesday December 4: Paper #4  
5. Monday December 9 @ 5pm: Evaluations due 

 
Course Outline (subject to change) 
 
Week 1 
9-25-2013 Course overview 
 

1. No assigned reading  
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Week 2 
  
9-30-2013 An introduction to social class in the United States 
 

1. Read the course syllabus  
2. Chapters 2 and 7 from American society: How it really works by E. O. Wright and J. 

Rogers, 2010 
 

10-2-2013 John Locke on government and private property 
 

1. Selections from A Letter Concerning Toleration and Two Treatises on Government 
(Taken from Social & Political Philosophy by J. Arthur & W. Shaw, 1992, pp. 205-209, 
493-505) 

 
Week 3 
 
10-7-2013 Adam Smith and the division of labor 
 

1. Selections from The Wealth of Nations (From Social Reformers by D. Wagner, 1935, pp. 
3-29) 
 

 10-9-2013 Introduction to Karl Marx 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 17-28, 31-50 
 
Week 4  
 
10-14-2013 The communist manifesto and an analysis of capital 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 51-79 
 
10-16-2013 Introduction to Emile Durkheim 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 94-119 
 
****Paper #1 Due via email (Joe.Ferrare@wwu.edu) on Friday October 18th @ 12pm***** 
 
Week 5 
 
10-21-2013 Emile Durkheim on the sacred and profane 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 134-152 
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10-23-2013 Introduction to Max Weber 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 153-180 
 
Week 6 
 
10-28-2013  Max Weber and the “iron cage” of bureaucracy 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 191-200, 210-220 
 
10-30-2013 Charlotte Perkins Gilman on women and economics 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 221-231, 242-266 
 
Week 7 
 
11-4-2013 W. E. B. Du Bois and the intersections of race and class 
 

1. Edles & Appelrouth: pp. 325-337, 346-369 
 
11-6-2013 Clarifying race and racial relations 
 

1. “The tangled knot of race and class in the United States” by J. Lustig, 2004, pp. 45-60 in 
What’s class got to do with it? American society in the twenty-first century by M. Zweig. 

 
***Paper #2 Due via email (Joe.Ferrare@wwu.edu) on Friday November 8th 12pm*** 

 
Week 8 
 
11-11-2013 NO CLASS MEETING 

 
11-13-2013 Pierre Bourdieu and class habitus 
 

1. Lareau, Annette. (2003). Theory: Understanding the work of Pierre Bourdieu. In Unequal 
childhoods: Class, race, and family life (pp. 275-278). Berkeley: University of California 
Press. 

2. Bourdieu, P. (1986). The Forms of Capital. In John Richardson (ed.), Handbook of 
Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education (pp.241-248). New York: 
Greenwood Press.  

3. Pages 49-60 in: 
Maton, Karl. (2008). Habitus. In Michael Grenfell (ed.), Pierre Bourdieu: Key Concepts 
(pp 49-65). Durham: Acumen Pub Ltd.  
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Week 9 
 
11-18-2013 The familial transmission of class advantage 
 

1. Lareau, Annette. (2002). Invisible inequality: Social class and childrearing in black 
families and white families. American Sociological Review, 67, 747-776. 

 
11-20-2013 Rethinking race, class, and gender dynamics 
 

1. ******Paper 3 due via email (Joe.Ferrare@wwu.edu) prior to class****** 
2. “Toward a New Vision: Race, Class, and Gender as Categories of Analysis and 

Connection,” by Patricia Hill Collins, 1993, pp. 25-45 
 
Week 10 
 
11-25-2013 Paul Kingston’s ‘classless society’ thesis 
 

1. Selections from The Classless Society, pp. 1-13, 209-234 
 
11-27-2013 NO CLASS MEETING 
 
Week 11 
 
12-2-2013 Erik O. Wright on imagining alternative social arrangements 
 

1. Selections from Envisioning Real Utopias, pp. 1-6, 191-213 
 

12-4-2013 Revisiting the core questions: What’s class got to do with it? 
 

1. *******************Final paper (#4) due: hardcopy************************* 
 
 
 
 
************Student evaluations are due on Monday December 10 at 5pm************* 
 


