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OVERVIEW 
The design of this course is intended to introduce students to the practice of doing survey 
research projects. Throughout the semester we will engage with practical and theoretical 
problems that one is likely to encounter in the design, implementation, and analysis of survey 
research. The specific units include: developing research questions; addressing ethical concerns; 
measurement considerations related to scales, validity, and reliability; writing and organizing 
survey questions; tools for survey administration and analysis (e.g., Qualtrics, SPSS); sampling; 
data cleaning and analytic preparation; analysis; and dissemination of findings. Although basic 
statistics (e.g., EPE 557 or 558) is required, the course is offered at the introductory level and 
does not cover measurement techniques (e.g., factor analysis).  
 
OBJECTIVES 
Students should expect to leave the course having accomplished the following objectives: 

1. Develop an introductory understanding of how to design and implement a survey-based 
research project. 

2. Understand the strengths and limitations of survey research from a theoretical and 
practical point of view.  

3. Become familiar with advanced skills in survey research design and analysis to motivate 
ongoing skill development outside of the course. 

 
FORMAT 
The format for our class meetings will consist of lectures/presentations, small group work, and 
individual exercises—all of which will take place in a computer lab. The lectures/presentations 
are designed to provide an introduction to key concepts in survey research, and to provide 
examples of these concepts through practical scenarios you are likely to encounter in the process. 
The small group and individual exercises are meant to offer opportunities to practice all phases 
of survey research design and analysis. Occasionally we will not have a formal class meeting in 
order to provide time to work on the primary course project (discussed below). 
 
REQUIREMENTS AND MODES OF EVALUATION 
Your work in this course will be evaluated through multiple assignments. The specific modes of 
evaluation and corresponding grading weights are described below. Grades will be assigned 
using the following scale:  
 
A: 90% – 100%, B: 80% – 89%, C: 70 – 79%, D: 60% – 69%, E: below 60% 
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When evaluating your work I will consider criteria specific to each assignment. In general, 
though, I consider grade ranges to meet the following generic standards: 
 
95% – 100%:  Exemplary work that exhibits mastery over the task 
90% – 94%:  Excellent work that approaches mastery but falls short in one key area 
85% – 89%:   High quality work that has ample room for improvement  
80% – 84%:  Good work that exceeds the minimum expectations but contains a number of 

mistakes or lacks quality in key areas  
75% – 79%:  Work that meets, but does not exceed, the minimum expectations  
70% – 74%:  Work that exhibits reasonable effort but falls short of the minimum expectations 
60% – 69%:  Work of poor quality that shows little effort or understanding of the task 
below 60%: Work that exhibits no effort or understanding of the task 
 
Assignments 
The four major assignments in this course provide opportunities to work through the different 
steps involved in designing a survey research project. These assignments are organized around a 
single project that you will develop throughout the semester. Additional non-graded assignments 
will be completed during class meetings.  
 
1. Participation (5%) 
My expectation is that you will come to class having closely engaged with the readings and 
ready to make substantive contributions to discussions and group work. Missing multiple class 
meetings and/or not engaging in class activities will negatively impact your participation grade.  
 
2. Research Questions (15%): Due on February 2 @ 9:30am 
In this first assignment you will develop theoretically grounded research questions for your 
project. The primary objective is to provide an overview of your project and articulate the 
research questions that will drive the construction of your survey.  
 
3. Literature Review (25%): Due on March 1 @ 9:30am 
The second assignment asks you to conduct a brief review of the academic literature related to 
your research questions. In essence, you will investigate and report on what is already known 
about the research questions driving your project. Your review must include a minimum of 10 
peer-reviewed articles.  
 
4. Survey Instrument (25%): Due on March 29 @ 9:30am 
In this assignment you will design the survey instrument that addresses your research questions. 
You will be asked to turn in two items: 1. a Word document of the survey, and 2. an internet link 
to your survey in Survey Monkey or Qualtrics.  
 
5. Research Proposal (30%): Due on April 29 @ 5pm 
The final assignment puts together the first three assignments and asks that you expand upon 
your project by developing the data collection and analysis objectives. For example, you will 
develop your sampling frame and survey administration strategy, and then describe the primary 
analytical techniques you will use to answer your research questions. It is in this assignment that 
you will also be asked to identify your audience(s) and dissemination plans. It is expected that 
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you will use this opportunity to revise your research questions, literature review, and survey 
instrument. Each student will be responsible for presenting their project to the group, and the 
group will be responsible for providing feedback immediately following the presentation.  
 
TEXTS 
The primary text for this course is: 
Nardi, Peter M. 2014. Doing Survey Research: A Guide to Quantitative Methods (3rd edition). 

Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers. 
 
In the assigned readings I refer to the text above as “Nardi text.” In addition, a variety of 
supplementary journal articles and selected book chapters have been assigned and are available 
through the course website. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
If any student requires specific accommodations please do not hesitate to speak with me at any 
point during the semester.  This includes accommodations related to the curriculum, instruction, 
evaluations, or any other factors that would otherwise prohibit your full participation in this 
course. Any questions or concerns students have about this matter will be held confidential to the 
best of my ability. In order to receive specific accommodations in this course, you must provide 
me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni 
Gym, 859-257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus 
disability services available to students with disabilities. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
All instances of academic dishonesty will be addressed according to standard UK policies on 
academic integrity. Please familiarize yourself with these expectations and the Code of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/ForStudents_AcademicIntegrity.php 
  
ESTIMATED COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Section 1: Situating Survey Research 
 
1-19-2016 Course introduction 
 

1. Read the entire syllabus 
2. Pp. 281 – 300 in: Igo, Sarah E. 2008. The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the 

Making of a Mass Public. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  
 
1-26-2016 Developing research questions 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 1-2 
2. Pp. 33 – 55 in: Bourdieu, Pierre, Jean-Claude Chamboredon, and Jean-Claude Passeron. 

1991. The Craft of Sociology: Epistemological Preliminaries. New York: Waltern de 
Gruyter.  
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Section 2: Designing Survey Research Projects 
 
2-2-2016 Design considerations 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 3 
2. Berends, Mark. 2006. “Survey Methods in Educational Research.” Pp. 623 – 640 in 

Handbook of Complementary Methods in Education Research, edited by J. Green, G. 
Camilli, and P.B. Elmore. Washington, DC: American Educational Research Association. 

3. Research questions due  
 
2-9-2016 Constructing a survey, part 1 
 

1. Schaeffer, Nora C. and Stanley Presser. 2003. “The Science of Asking Questions.” 
Annual Review of Sociology 29:65-88.  

2. Nardi text, ch. 4 
 

2-16-2016 Constructing a survey, part 2 
 

1. Tourangeau, Roger, Mick P. Couper, and Frederick Conrad. 2004. “Spacing, position, 
and order: Interpretive heuristics for visual features of survey questions.” Public Opinion 
Quarterly 68:368-393.  

2. Desimone, Laura M and Kerstin C. Le Floch. 2004. “Are we asking the right questions? 
Using cognitive interviews to improve surveys in education research.” Education 
Evaluation and Policy Analysis 26:1-22.  
 

2-23-2016 No meeting / literature review research 
 
3-1-2016 Sampling 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 5 
2. Literature review due 

 
3-8-2016 Administration and analysis tools 
 

1. Fan, Weimiao and Zheng Yan. 2010. “Factors Affecting Response Rates of the Web 
Survey: A Systematic Review.” Computers in Human Behavior 26:132-139. 

 
3-15-2016 No class / spring break 
 
Section 3: Analysis and Dissemination  
 
3-22-2016 Data cleaning and management 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 6 
2. Croninger, Robert G. and Karen M. Douglas. 2005. “Missing Data and Institutional 

Research.” New Directions for Institutional Research 127:33-49.   
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3-29-2016 Bivariate and multivariate analysis of survey data 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 7 – 9  
2. Survey instrument due 

 
4-5-2016 Dissemination of results 
 

1. Nardi text, ch. 10 
 
4-12-2016 No class / research week 
 
4-19-2016 Project presentations 
 
4-26-2016 Project presentations 
 
Final projects are due on Friday April 29 @ 5pm 


