
EPE 301 Critical Review Essay 
 
The purpose of this assignment is to critically analyze one article from the syllabus. Your 
analysis should include a discussion of the key questions raised by the author(s), the sources of 
data and methodological tools (e.g., statistical analysis of survey data, interview data) used to 
address the questions, the findings from the analysis, and the claims made in relation to the 
results. My expectation is that your paper will be approximately 1,200 words (~4 double-spaced 
pages with 1-inch margins and 12-pt. Times New Roman font). The following represents a 
description of each section along with the suggested length. Please note that I am offering the 
section length suggestions as guidelines only. Your sections may vary depending on the article 
and your specific approach. 
 
1. Statement of the objectives/research questions (approx. 1 long paragraph/0.5 pages) 
In this section you are trying to identify why the author is writing the article. What is/are the 
question(s) that the author is trying to answer? If they do not state research questions, then what 
are the primary objectives? Even if they do not state a specific research question or objective, 
you should be able to deduce what the author is trying to do in the article after reading the 
introduction. In some cases the author may state their questions or objectives explicitly, while in 
other cases you will have to read between the lines. In addition to stating the research question(s) 
or objective(s), you might also consider providing a rationale for why the author is deciding to 
write the article (if it seems clear to you). 
 
2. Methodological tools and sources of data (approx. 1 long paragraph/0.5 pages) 
This section should detail how the author is trying to answer their question(s) or articulate their 
objective(s). What is/are the sources of data? Did they conduct interviews? Did they use 
surveys? Did they use historical archival data? Who are the populations under analysis? High 
school students? Parents? Teachers? What are the tools the author uses to analyze the data? Do 
they use statistical methods? Interpretive methods (i.e. the author reports and interprets interview 
data)? Theoretical reasoning?  
 
3. Findings (approx. 2-3 paragraphs/1-1.5 pages) 
The findings section should detail what the author found through his or her research. What are 
the primary results? What are the major claims, conclusions and/or recommendations the author 
makes in response to those results?  
 
4. Critical analysis (approx. 2 pages) 
You should be able to summarize sections 1 through 3 in about two double-spaced pages. The 
remaining two pages should be focused on critically analyzing the primary claims and 
conclusions made by the author. Do the data support their claims? Do you agree with the 
conclusions and/or recommendations based on these claims? What did you find compelling 
about the author’s research? What are the limitations? Try to pick out two or three points to 
make and stay focused on those themes. Please note that “critical analysis” does not necessarily 
mean disagreement. Rather, critical in this sense means that you are intellectually engaging with 
the findings and testing the ideas out in a variety of contexts. This section should be the longest 
and most engaging section of the paper, and it will receive the greatest weight in my evaluation. 


