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EPE 773: Education Policy in the News 
 
The initial poster is responsible for identifying a current (within the last 12 months) news article 
covering one of the following education policy debates in the United States: school choice (e.g., 
charter schools, vouchers, magnets), alternative teacher certification (e.g., Teach For America, 
the GREAT Act), teacher evaluation (e.g., value-added assessment, merit-based pay for teachers, 
the role of teacher unions), or curriculum standards (e.g., Common Core). The purpose of the 
assignment is to briefly summarize the article and then take a stance on the policy of concern. 
For example, you might find an article from the Chicago Tribune about teacher pay and 
promotion being based on student test scores (i.e. “merit pay”).  
 
Your task is to briefly (1 or 2 paragraphs at most) summarize the article and then take a policy 
stance (i.e. in favor or opposition) concerning this particular situation. As with the first two 
assignments, you should consider opposing positions to your stance and respond directly to those 
contrasting viewpoints. To continue the example above, your argument (i.e. thesis) may be that 
teacher pay should be based on demonstrated growth in students’ test scores. After you make 
your initial argument you might consider the counter argument that teachers may not have 
sufficient control over their students’ performance and thus it would be unfair to penalize their 
pay rates accordingly. You may then respond by stating that even though teachers can’t control 
all the factors that contribute to their students’ performance, they should be at least partially 
incentivized to raise student test scores. Thus, you may conclude, teachers should receive bonus 
pay for raising student test scores over the course of the year, but their pay should not be 
penalized if their students do not demonstrate such gains.  
 
The antithesis and synthesis responders will follow the same roles as in the first two assignments. 
You are all welcome to cite other sources beyond the selected news article, but this is not a 
requirement. If you do, please provide the relevant citation and corresponding reference.  
 
To assist the initial poster in finding a relevant news article I have provided a variety of links to 
education sections of major newspapers, blogs, and think tanks on the course website. Please 
provide a citation and link to your news article at the end in a reference list.  
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Here are some general guidelines to consider as you construct your position: 
 
Initial Thesis (~800 words) 
1. Develop a coherent thesis argument (can consist of multiple parts)  

• Introduce the topic and clearly state your position on the matter 
• Work through the details/components of your position  

Ø Can be done analytically by breaking down the position into constituent 
pieces and putting it all back together 

Ø Or you can focus on the interrelationships between the components – in this 
case the whole does not equal the sum of the parts – it is something entirely 
different 

2. Engage your argument with existing thought (e.g., course material) 
3. Aim to be persuasive, not misleading  

• To do so requires that you consider your opposition in a thoughtful way 
• Try to anticipate what the best possible argument would be against your stance 

 
Antithesis Response (~500 – 800 words) 
1. Begin by acknowledging the insights of your interlocutor 

• Be curious. What is the good sense in their argument?  
• Illustrate that you understand their position. 

2. Note limitations with respect 
• You can be direct, but avoid condescension at all costs.  
• What is another way to think about the topic that contrasts with the original position? 

3. Anticipate and acknowledge your own limitations 
 
Synthesis (~500 – 800 words) 
1. Acknowledge the insights of the thesis and antithesis 
2. Note limitations in the antithesis 
3. Try to identify possible areas of common ground 
4. Advance a new thesis that reconciles the tension in the thesis/antithesis 
5. Try to anticipate limitations of your new thesis 
 

 


